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ENERGY LABELS

When buying a new appliance for your 
home, the product’s energy label can help 
you decide. The energy label displays an 
energy class, and this class indicates the 
energy efficiency of the appliance. Last 
year a new energy label was introduced for 
some products with a new scale from A to 
G, with A being the most energy efficient and 
G the least energy efficient. However, some 
products still use the old label which has an 
A+++ to D scale.

The more energy efficient the appliance, the 
less energy is consumed when the appliance is 
in use, therefore the less you pay for energy.

The energy label also lists other information for example, how much 
energy is actually used by the product, its noise level, the amount of 
water it uses, and more. Energy labels (using either the new or old scale) 
are available for all large domestic appliances and some smaller ones:

■ Washing machines

■ Washer-dryers

■ Dishwashers

■ Tumble dryers

■ Refrigerators and freezers

■ Light sources (e.g. light bulbs)

■ Televisions

■ Ovens

■ Extractor hoods

■ Stoves, boilers, heat pumps, 
air conditioners



REFRIGERATORS, 
FREEZERS AND COMBINED

FRIDGE FREEZERS
Combined fridge freezers, wine coolers, and separate fridges and 
freezers have had the new A to G scale energy label since March 2021. 
Generally, the most energy-efficient refrigeration products will be energy 
class D or better, but this can be dependent on the type of product. For 
example, most American fridge freezers are rated E or lower (in the UK).

Category Subcategories Recommended 
minimum class

Combined 
fridge freezers

Free standing D

Integrated E

American E



WASHING MACHINES
AND WASHER-DRYERS

Category Subcategories Recommended 
minimum class

Waching machines

Freestanding (8kg+) A

Integrated (8kg+) C

Narrow/slimline D

Washer-dryers D

Tumble dryers A+++
(condensation efficiency class A)

Washing machines and washer-dryers have the new energy label with 
the A-G scale. The most energy-efficient 8kg+ washing machines have 
an energy class of A, but for other types the most energy efficient 
products are class D. Tumble dryers do not yet have the new energy 
label so still use the old scale, with the most energy efficient products 
having an energy class of A+++ (and a condensation class of A).



DISHWASHERS

Category Subcategories Recommended 
minimum class

Dishwashers

Freestanding D

Integrated D

Slimline E

Table top F

Dishwashers have the new energy label with the A-G scale. Energy efficient 
standard sized models have an energy class of D or better. The most 
economical narrow/slimline models have an energy class of E or better.

The energy label for dishwashers also indicates how much water the 
product uses. Generally the most energy efficient models use 10 litres 
or less of water per cycle.



You can visit toptenuk.org to have a look at some of 
the most efficient products on the UK market across a 
number of categories (according to toptenuk criteria).

toptenuk.org



Thank you to SEVEn for the design and content inspiration for this leaflet.

To find out more about the new energy labels visit energylabel.org.uk

All electrical and electronic equipment is subject to special disposal requirements.

Please dispose of electrical and electronic equipment safely.
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